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between the ends of the beds will depend on the amount of dis-
placement along the fault plane, which may vary from a few
inches up to several thousand feet.
It is not often that one can actually see the fault plane in the
field. Perhaps the most commonly used indication of faulting is
based on the distribution of the formations. Not uncommonly
when "walking an outcrop/7 one comes to a point where the
bed seems to end abruptly. If the bed is one that outcrops
conspicuously and the disappearance seems complete, one would
be led to suspect a fault, especially if the topographic conditions
remain favorable for an outcrop. Faulting must not be assumed
on such evidence alone, however, as beds are sometimes so
completely buried as to defy location, not even float or soil
giving any clue.
If a fault is suspected, corroborative evidence should be
sought. This may consist of tracing the bed on the opposite
side of the adjacent valley, or hill. If it is found to disappear
abruptly there also, one's conclusion of faulting is greatly
strengthened.
Further, if the position of the lost bed is found to be occupied
by rocks of an entirely different character farther along the
hillside, in such position that the normal dip of the beds can-
not account for their location, the evidence of faulting is very
strong, and, in absence of opposing evidence, should be accepted.
Slabs of rock standing in a vertical or a steeply inclined posi-
tion in the soil near the point where the bed seems to be cut off,
especially if such slabs are striated or sickensided and are ar-
ranged along a line, constitute additional confirmatory evidence,
although slump or even a very minor buckling of the rocks may
cause slabs to stand in a steeply inclined manner.
Where beds are flat lying, or nearly so, any very sudden
departure from that position to steep inclination, while it may
represent folding or slumping, should also be investigated for
evidence of faulting.
In cases where a series of rather similar limestone beds occur
in sandstone or shale, it may happen that the ends of two dis-